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DAIRY & LIVESTOCK

Milking system works wonders on dairy

By Linda Goodwin

Last year, Paul and Amie
Johnson of Jonalpa Farm,
Inc. in Baldwinsville,
N.Y., were totally dis-
gusted with the way their
cows were coming into the
milking parlor. They were
also [frustrated with the

high number of machine

kick-offs they-expericnced
during milking. The broth-
ers had read articles in
farm newspapers about
Copulsation, introduced at
the 1995 New York Famm
Show, and wondered if
that could help them.

“When we read the Odys-
sey Farm article, [New
York Farmer, August
issue, page 25] we decided
to go for it,” Paul said.
“We contacted Gehms and
they came right out with
their demonstration unit.”

Once the brothers saw
how quietly the cows stood
during milking and how
completely they were
milked .out, Paul said,
“That was it.”

Although the Johnsons
were planning to complete
installation of a new Surge
Autoflow milking parlor

before making any other
major changes, once they
saw such a dramatic
behavioral change in their
cows, they decided not to

wait for the new parlor. -

They purchased four
Copulsation units in
August 1995,

“The . diffcrence -ts like

“night and day,” said Amnie.

“Almost all the animals
just stand there, there's no
more kicking the milkers
off.”

“The cows come in so
much better now, it's unbe-
lievable,” said Paul. “Now,
first-calf-heifers are the
first ones in the parlor
after aboul one week's
time, and they don't kick.”
The brothers have also
recently purchased some
new, S6000 (silicone)
inflations from IBA. The
inflations have a triangular
bore which has eliminated
even the handful of knock-
offs the brothers occasion-
ally experienced.

The Johnsons ship their
milk to Byme Dairy, “We
don't usc anything up in
the teat, said Paul. “We
don't even dry treat.”
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Arnie Johnson preps #84 for milking. Notice the

tightness of her udder.

Instead, on the advice of
their vet, they use an
immune stimulant and
Endovac.

Paul and Amie, with the
assistance of Paul's son
Steve, a high-school stu-
dent, milk 90 grade Hol-
steins twice daily in a
single-4 Surge parlor
which was built in 1966.
The young men rent their

400-acre farmn from their
father Toby, who spends
winters in Florida and pro-
vides summer help on the
farm. The business is set
up as a corporation.

The herd is fed a
grain mixture, haylage
and high-moisture
ground ear com. *We
don't put up any com
silage at all,” said Paul.
“We haven't in the past
30 years.”

The haylage is a mix-
ture of alfalfa and
orchard grass, planted
using conservation till-
age techniques.

“QOur hay ground usu-
ally gets disked twice
and planted with a Bril-
fion seeder, and the |

Following milking with Copulsation, note the
completely empty, relaxed udder on #84.

Farm, Inc. is in Onondaga
County not far from

where other farmland has
been sold for develop-
ment. However, Paul said
their land is “pretty well

Jonalpa Farm is on
DHIA test and has a roll-
ing herd average of 23,100
pounds of mitk. Although
last year's average Linear
Score was only 2.8, since

installing Copulsation,

that has dropped fur-

ther to just 2.3.

Arnie said, “When

- they come out of the
parlor their udders
hang like deflated bal-
loons. They sure don't
carry any extra milk
around with them.”

He also said *I think
with the way they milk
out so completely,
there’s less stress on
the udder and we
should be able to get a
couple more lactations

out of each cow.”
“Copulsation is my
bST,” said Paul, *I
want to see if I can gel
more milk out of them
that way. If we totally

Paul Johnson Is thrilled with
the change In the behavior of
the herd since switching to a
Copulsation milking system
last August.

com is planted no-till
using an International
Subsoiler or V-ripper,”
said Paul.

The fann has a liquid
manure storage system

with a three-month capaci-
ty, and manure is spread
with a rear discharge Mar-
tin V Spreader. Jonalpa

connected up and down
the road, but houses are
springing up to the south
of here.”

milk them out and make a
few more pounds per cow,
we'll probably be just as

_far ahead.”



